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State and national standards describe what students 
should learn and be able to do upon course 
completion. If course content does not closely match 
standards, students will not gain the expected 
knowledge or skills. This will impact their performance, 
motivation, and engagement with the course. It may 
also affect students’ ability to succeed in subsequent 
courses.
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Standard Set: Courses

Standard Highlighted 
B: Content
B3: The online course content is aligned with
accepted state and/or other accepted content
standards, where applicable.*

S T A N D A R D  H I G H L I G H T

National Standards for Quality Online Courses
Standard B

A C C E S S  C O U R S E S

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YI3MJ82rEOr4dc0x6pDIFqmXUvkHCEdd/view
https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/sme_training_v23/02_unit/02-02/02-02_learn/story.html
https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/sme_training_v23/02_unit/02-02/02-02_learn/story.html
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H E L P F U L  H I N T S  A N D
R E S O U R C E S

State your alignment explicitly and repeatedly. You
may believe your alignment is clear because you have
provided a curriculum map showing how and where
standards are met. This may not be enough. To ensure
alignment is clear:

Denote relevant standards clearly in your lessons.
Use metadata to encode assessment questions with
related standards. 
Explain how learning activities relate to standards. 
Provide links to the relevant standards in context
throughout the course. 
QM Annotations for 3.1C, 4.1C, and 5.1C describe how
to demonstrate alignment through narratives,
correlation documents or maps, numbering systems,
or links.

Verify your alignment. You have included clear
indications of standards in a curriculum map, in
lessons, and in all learning activities. The final step is to
verify this alignment. A key component to aligning
content to standards is verification of alignment. 

During the development process, ask subject area
reviewers to confirm alignment. 
Ask teachers about alignment in your end-of-course
survey.
Develop (and document) a realistic remediation
process when content and standards do not align. 

When you have content concerns or decisions, start
with, “How does this relate to the standard?” Many
content issues stem from a departure from or
misinterpretation of standards. If you are unsure how
content, activities, or visuals relate to a lesson, ask how
it relates to the standard. 

for putting standard into practice
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Check out the NSQ Professional
Learning Portal and NSQ Website for
more resources at www.NSQOL.org 

Discuss the relevant standards with Subject Matter
Experts (SMEs). While they may be experts in their
subject areas, they may not be experts on the
standards. Dedicating time to delving into the
standards with the SME - including support and
appendix materials not explicitly addressed in the
standards - reinforces each standard’s importance.
Include information on standards in your SME
training.
Is a standard unclear? Most providers issue
additional information on interpreting standards
including differentiated instruction guides,
curriculum guides, learning object repositories,
appendices, guides, or additional training. Take
advantage of these resources  

Ex.: Annotations from the Quality Matters Rubric
for Course Design Specific Review Standards 2.1C,
2.2C, and 2.3C provide guidance on handling state
or required content standards that are not
measurable.

With planning and preparation, you can ensure
standards are at the heart of course design decisions. 

https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/forensic_sci_ua_v22/course_info/fscsi_v22_alignment.pdf
https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/forensic_sci_ua_v22/03_unit/03-02/03-02_introduction.htm
https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/ap_usgovt_ua_v23/01_unit/01-00/01-00_unit_overview.htm
https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/ap_usgovt_ua_v23/01_unit/01-09/01-09_learn.htm
https://www.qualitymatters.org/qa-resources/rubric-standards/k-12-secondary-rubric
https://airtable.com/shrgptXJ8w2HNcs55
http://www.nsqol.org/
http://www.nsqol.org/
https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/sme_training_v23/01_unit/01-02/01-02_learn.htm
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/AS_2022125_2021-Math-Differentiated-Instructional-Guide-Complete-Guide_V1.0.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ELA-Curriculum-Guides.pdf
http://alex.state.al.us/LR/LA/65661
https://www.nextgenscience.org/resources/ngss-appendices
https://www.nextgenscience.org/understanding-standards/understanding-standards
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-united-states-history/professional-learning
https://www.qualitymatters.org/qa-resources/rubric-standards/k-12-secondary-rubric



