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"Within a school context, Learner Agency is about shifting

the ownership of learning from teachers to students,

enabling students to have the understanding, ability, and

opportunity to be part of the learning design and to take

action to intervene in the learning process, to affect

outcomes and become powerful lifelong learners." [1]

Online education is a perfect place to give students

increased learner agency. Students often have control about

when, where, and how they will access their learning.

Teachers are also forced to take a "guide on the side" role

since they are not physically present for all of their students '

learning. This can be an uncomfortable change for both

students and teachers as students have to learn how to deal

with more agency and teachers have to come to terms with

less control. We can scaffold this change by utilizing a

teacher defined structure within which students have a

limited flexibility slowly increasing student control. We can

also help students take ownership of their learning by

helping them to create their own learning goals and having

them spend time on self-assessment.

THE VERMONT VIRTUAL LEARNING COOPERATIVE (VTVLC) 

The online teacher promotes learner
success through interactions with learners
and other stakeholders and by facilitating
meaningful learner engagement in
learning activities.

D2 The online teacher engages learner
agency.
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Standard D: Learner Engagement

Click Here

https://hail.to/east-taieri-school/article/kUKi6c8
https://hail.to/east-taieri-school/article/kUKi6c8


STANDARDS IN PRACTICE • ISSUE 25

PAGE | 02

H E L P F U L  H I N T S

Students need to understand both the importance of goal

setting as well as receive direct instruction and practice in

methods of goal setting .  

Teach effective goal setting strategies . These can include

SMART goals , revising and evaluating goals regularly , sharing

them with others , creating mini-goals , and finding ways to

celebrate meeting goals .

Link goals to a larger purpose . Consider having students use

Seven Whys to get a deeper answer for their purpose for their

goals .

Involve students not only in evaluating their own work , but in

reviewing standards , and deciding the criteria that means work

is good . This may mean creating rubrics together , reviewing

exemplars , or discussing what skills they are developing .  

Have students practice asking themselves what they were

supposed to learn and if they learned it . This can be done

online through self-reflection that can be scaffolded by

templates , through practicing assessing work as a class ,

through peer-review , revising their own work , using KWL charts ,

or with individual short conferences . (This may be a chance to

look critically at work created by artificial intelligence !)

Consider using choice menus to allow students to select how

they would like to learn or how they would like to show

learning . Usually a good choice menu would have different

options all focused on the same skill and knowledge and with

similar levels of complexity . Even two options is a choice !

Students come from unique backgrounds and perspectives .

Ensure your online classroom is respectful to diverse viewpoints

so that students feel able to share their own interests and

passions . Give all students opportunities to be heard , including

using strategies such as a welcoming ritual , popcorning , or

allowing students to choose whether to talk or type .  

42 Goal Setting Activities for Students & Kids (+ PDF)

Resources for teaching the importance of goal setting for K-12

students , including worksheets for teachers to use .

5 Fun Ways to Start Setting Goals with Your Students Today

Several ways to increase engagement in goal setting in the

classroom , including collaboration , and through accountability .

Helping Students Thrive by Using Self-Assessment

An introduction to self-assessment , with ways to introduce the

activity to your class , and examples at different grade levels .

4 Ways to Craft Choice Menus in Distance Learning Classes

Discussion of the spectrum of student agency with detailed

information and examples about including choice at each level .  

Addressing Student Choice in Assignment Submissions

Focus on giving students choice in their assessments , such as

including goal setting , broadening learning objectives , and allowing

students to choose the medium they use to show learning .

Raising Student ‘Voice and Choice ’ Is the Mantra . But Is It a Good

Idea?

A thoughtful article on the issues involved in giving students choice

in what they learn and how they demonstrate their learning .  

Elevating Student Voice in Education

An extensive exploration of student voice including student surveys ,

student governments , student led conferences , and student led

action research .

R E S O U R C E Sfor putting standard into practice to support standard use (mostly practical)
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