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As the manager of a team of instructional designers and course
developers, I ensure that course materials and assessments
assigned to students within an online course are accurate, current,
and reflect the current best practices of the respective disciplines.
This standard for development is important because it ensures
students will only receive information that is valid and relevant to
their learning, to best prepare them for their futures. Throughout our
development process, we continuously reassess materials to make
any necessary changes or improvements needed to maintain
currency with the latest research and industry standards for quality
online learning. 
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Indicator B6: The course materials (e.g., textbooks,
primary source documents, Open Education
Resources "[OER]" that support course content
standards are accurate and current.  

S T A N D A R D  H I G H L I G H T

National Standards for Quality Online Courses,
Fourth Edition 2025
Standard B: Content

NOTE:  This is the first SIP aligned to the newly
released NSQ Online Courses

https://nsqol.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Course-Resource-Evaluation-Form-VLN-Essentials-Copy.xlsx
https://nsqol.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Course-Resource-Evaluation-Form-VLN-Essentials-Copy.xlsx
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Author/Organization Bio 
Christina Dananay is the Manager of Curriculum and Course Development at
VLN Education, bringing over 15 years of experience in online education,
including 13 years specializing in curriculum and course development.

VLN Education is a leading provider of digital learning solutions for schools,
offering a robust, standards-based course catalog. Our VLN Essentials library
includes a comprehensive K-12 core curriculum, a diverse selection of electives,
over 100 NCAA-approved courses, world languages, ELL programs, career
exploration courses, and more.

As the head of course and curriculum development, Christina oversees the
creation and continuous improvement of VLN’s proprietary courses, ensuring
they meet the highest standards of quality and effectiveness. 

Check out the NSQ Professional
Learning Portal and NSQ Website for
more resources at www.NSQOL.org 

RESOURCES to support standard use (mostly practical)

Regularly review content: Periodic reviews of course materials
ensure they reflect the most current research, best practices,
and most up-to-date standards. 
Utilize credible sources: Use credible, peer-reviewed sources,
professional organizations, and current textbooks to ensure
accuracy and validity within course content.
Consult SMEs: Consult with subject matter experts to ensure the
accuracy and relevance of the content.
Stay current with industry trends: Regularly research new
developments within the subject area to include updated policy
changes and technological advances that could affect the
course materials.
Align to standards: Ensure content is aligned to the most recent
versions of academic and/or discipline standards where
appropriate. Document and track alignment using a shareable
document. 
 Integrate recent case studies and examples: Incorporate real-
world applications, recent case studies, and contemporary issues
to make learning relevant and interesting.
Ensure consideration of diverse perspectives: Include more than
one perspective in historical, social, and scientific discussions or
in written content. Ensure all materials demonstrate a variety of
voices and perspectives and are free from biased language. 
Assessment validation: Regularly review assessments to ensure
that they accurately measure the learning objectives in the
course.
Implement instructor feedback: Gather and implement
feedback from instructors teaching the course regarding clarity,
relevancy, and inclusion or exclusion of content.
Use of OERs: Use high-quality, openly licensed resources, that
are regularly updated to supplement or replace outdated
content. Ensure appropriate licensing for use. 
Utilize current multimedia elements: Ensure videos, images, and
interactive elements are accurate, inclusive, accessible, and
reflective of the most current information available in the
discipline. 
Utilize AI tools: Engage the use of AI tools to help with standards
alignment, creation of learning objectives, content and
assessment generation, and streamlining course analytics.

H E L P F U L  H I N T S for putting standard into practice

https://openstax.org/ 
OpenStax is a highly regarded, professionally developed publisher
of Open Educational Resources (OERs), providing high-quality
materials for high school and college courses. Most of their content
is licensed under CC BY 4.0, making the materials widely accessible
and adapted. The content is updated regularly and provides a
reliable and comprehensive foundation for online course
development. 

https://pixabay.com 
Pixabay is a valuable resource for online course development,
offering a huge library of high-quality, royalty-free images, videos,
and graphics. With its extensive selection of Creative Commons-
licensed media, educators create course content with visually
engaging materials without copyright restrictions.
 

https://creativecommons.org/ 
CreativeCommons.org is an outstanding online course
development tool, providing open licenses that allow educators to
legally use, share, and adapt content. 

https://www.magicschool.ai/ 
MagicSchool AI offers AI-driven support for content creation,
assessment design and can even help with standards alignment. It
generates high-quality instructional materials, enhancing both
efficiency and engagement in digital education. 
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