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S T A N D A R D  H I G H L I G H T

S T A N D A R D  O V E R V I E W
 

In a time when classrooms are more diverse than ever, Open

Educational Resources (OER) provide a flexible, accessible, and

inclusive way to represent the cultural wealth of all students. At

StrataG, we intentionally curate OER that not only supports

academic standards but also reflects the identities, histories,

and voices of our learners. 

We guide our team in selecting and adapting OER that bridges

cultural divides—offering students an opportunity to learn with

and about one another. Rather than positioning dominant

narratives as neutral, we work to center marginalized

perspectives as essential content. This practice transforms

classrooms into spaces of recognition, belonging, and shared

learning.

When a middle school history teacher sought to reframe a unit

on U.S. expansion, we partnered to replace the traditional

textbook with OER narratives from Native authors, Spanish-

language primary documents, and multimedia resources from

Latinx communities. Students not only deepened their

historical understanding—they saw their families and stories

reflected in the curriculum for the first time.

When students encounter materials that reflect their

cultures, languages, and values, they are more likely to

see themselves as knowledge producers—not just

recipients. Using OER to bridge cultural divides doesn’t

just “include” students—it invites them to lead.

By embracing the flexibility and openness of OER, we

break down barriers between communities, connect

classrooms across lines of race, language, and geography,

and begin to heal the fractures that standardized curricula

often deepen.

Standard E – Instructional Design

Indicator E4: The online teacher
incorporates resources that are
representative of the learners.

National Standards for Quality Online
Teaching

Standard Set: Teaching

“We use Open Educational Resources (OER)instructional materials, resources, and digital tools to enhance student learning, encourage

active participation, and support diverse cultural perspectives.”

WHY THIS MATTERS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EImihZVE0sA
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H E L P F U L  H I N T S R E S O U R C E S
Culturally Responsive Curation : Identify and adapt
OER that reflect a wide spectrum of cultural identities ,
l ived experiences , and perspectives . Sites like
OpenStax , OER Commons , and Digital Public Library
of America provide starting points .

Collaborate with Students and Communities : Involve
students and community elders in selecting or
reviewing materials to ensure cultural relevance and
accuracy .

Layered Narratives : Use OER to present side-by-side
or braided perspectives . For example , teaching
Reconstruction with both African American oral
histories and federal policy documents .

 
Use OER to De-center Bias : Regularly audit
instructional materials to identify and remove biased
or exclusionary content . Replace with OER that brings
forward often- silenced voices .

AI & OER Integration: Leverage AI tools (such as
MagicSchool AI) to adapt or generate culturally
inclusive lesson scaffolds aligned with learning
standards .

for putting standard into practice to support standard use (mostly practical)

Author/Organization Bio 

Check out the NSQ Professional Learning Portal and
NSQ Website for more resources at www.NSQOL.org 

Arthur Padilla 
Arthur Padilla is a community-based educator and strategist focused on
equity-driven program design. He co-leads national initiatives that bridge
traditional and nontraditional learning spaces. Arthur specializes in
instructional design, organizational development, and systems change.
Contact: arthur.padilla@stratag.works 

Dr. Verena Roberts 
Dr. Verena Roberts is an award-winning online learning specialist and open
education advocate. She designs inclusive, learner-centered environments
across K–12 and higher education. Verena brings expertise in instructional
design, digital equity, and participatory learning models. Contact:
verena.roberts@stratag.works
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OpenStax 
A nonprofit publisher offering free , peer-reviewed , openly
licensed textbooks for high school and college courses . While
traditionally academic , OpenStax texts are adaptable and can
be enriched with culturally relevant examples and case
studies . 

OER Commons  
A large , searchable digital library of open educational
resources across grade levels and subjects . Includes filters
for educational standards and allows for adaptation and
remixing— ideal for embedding Indigenous or community-
based perspectives . 

BCCampus OpenEd & Pressbooks Directory 
A Canadian- led repository with a strong commitment to
accessibility , equity , and contextual adaptation . Many
resources already incorporate inclusive examples , and
Pressbooks allows local educators to remix materials to align
with diverse cultural lenses . 

Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) 
A digital archive that brings together photographs ,
manuscripts , oral histories , and more from libraries , museums ,
and archives across the U .S . It 's particularly useful for finding
primary sources representing local histories and
underrepresented communities .

CK-12
CK-12 is a nonprofit educational platform that offers free ,
customizable K-12 resources such as digital textbooks ,
interactive simulations , and practice exercises across
subjects like math and science . Its mission is to increase
access to high-quality educational content while enabling
personalized learning for students and teachers worldwide .

OER K-12 List (Canadian Edition) 
Collection of OER Links from Nicole Neutzling and Verena
Roberts 
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