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Pasco eSchool is a K-12 hybrid virtual institution within Pasco County, Florida,
that integrates the strengths of online and face-to-face learning
environments to support diverse student needs. The school operates within a
flexible, student-centered model grounded in rigorous, standards-based
curriculum and supported by highly qualified educators. This blended
structure provides multiple pathways for engagement and mastery, ensuring
that learners can progress at an appropriate pace while maintaining access
to personalized guidance and high-quality instructional support.

Our assessment practices are designed to reflect multiple methods that
instructors use with regard to learning objectives, competencies, and student
needs. While individual assessments do not need to include multiple formats,
the course experience as a whole offers a wide range of opportunities for
students to demonstrate mastery. Teachers assess students through written
submissions, live lessons, discussion-based assessments (DBAs), and face-
to-face interactions during in-person meeting days. To ensure every learner
can access the content and demonstrate understanding, teachers also
supplement the curriculum as needed to meet individual learning needs.
When a student experiences difficulty explaining a concept verbally, they are
provided with alternative options, such as drawing or writing on a virtual
whiteboard or creating a presentation in PowerPoint or Canva, for example.
These alternatives are available to all learners when appropriate, ensuring
flexibility across subjects and competency types and supporting authentic
demonstrations of skill when needed. By offering students meaningful choices
in how they demonstrate understanding, our approach remains firmly
standards-driven while also aligning with Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
through the provision of multiple means of expression and recognition of
learner variability.

STANDARD HIGHLIGHT

National Standards for Quality Online Courses,
Standard D: Learner Assessment

Indicator: D4: Assessment materials provide
the learner with the flexibility to
demonstrate their understanding in a
variety of ways.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Flexibility in how learners demonstrate
understanding is essential for online learner
success because virtual students bring diverse
backgrounds, communication styles, and unique
learning needs to the digital classroom. Unlike
traditional settings, online environments can
amplify challenges such as limited verbal
communication, varied technological skills, or
differing levels of comfort with specific formats.
Providing multiple ways for students to show
mastery, whether through writing, discussion,
visual representation, demonstrations, or
multimedia creation, ensures that a single mode of
assessment never becomes a barrier to
demonstrating what they know. This flexibility not
only supports student choice but also strengthens
the accuracy of assessment by capturing a more
complete picture of each learner’s abilities. Rooted
in Universal Design for Learning (UDL), this
approach anticipates learner variability, removes
unnecessary obstacles, and promotes more
inclusive, authentic demonstrations of skill.
Ultimately, the indicator is critical because it
ensures that all students have equitable
opportunities to succeed in a virtual environment.
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HELPFUL HINTS for putting standard into practice

« Offer Choice Boards - Give students a menu of ways to show their
learning, such as essays, videos, infographics, or digital posters.

¢ Use Virtual Whiteboards - Let students draw or map out ideas
during live lessons or DBAs using tools like Zoom whiteboard or
Canva.

¢ Incorporate Multimedia Tools — Encourage mastery through
presentations, videos, or digital creations using platforms like
Canva, PowerPoint, or Flip.

¢ Include Discussion-Based Demonstrations — Allow students to
explain their thinking verbally and pair it with written or visual
evidence if needed.

* Design Real-World Projects — Create authentic tasks like mock
news reports, brochures, tutorials, or digital models to let students
apply learning in meaningful ways.

* Follow District Guidelines — Always use district-approved apps
when necessary, review policies, and document alternative
assessments to ensure equity and compliance.

ee
ALWAYS

REMEMBER
THAT YOU ARE
ABSOLUTELY
UNIQUE. JUST
LIKE EVERYONE
ELSE.
2

Margaret Mead, American anthropologist

Check out the NSQ Professional
Learning Portal and NSQ Website for
more resources at www.NSQOL.org.

RESOURCES to support standard use (mostly practical)

Tools

Digital Whiteboard — Enables real-time collaboration where students
can draw, diagram, or map out ideas during live lessons or
discussions.

Canva - A versatile platform for creating multimedia presentations,
infographics, posters, and visual projects that help students express
learning creatively.

PowerPoint — Classic tool for slide-based presentations, storytelling,
and visual organization of information to demonstrate understanding.
Google Docs/slides — Supports collaborative writing, research, and
presentation creation, allowing multiple learners to contribute and
revise in real-time.

Padlet — An interactive digital board where students can post text,
images, videos, and other mediq, fostering engagement and
collaborative expression.

Adobe Express — Lets students create infographics, short videos, and
other creative digital projects to demonstrate mastery in visually
appealing ways.

Guides for UDL
4 Principles of UDL (Edutopia) - Article highlighting the importance of
providing choice and autonomy to meet diverse learner needs.

Getting Started with UDL (University of Miami) — Practical guide for
embedding student choice in engagement and assessment to
support all learners.

Reminder: Before using any digital resource or tool with students,
always ensure it is approved by your school district to maintain
compliance, privacy, and safety.

Author/Organization Bio

Desire’ Mosser has over 25 years of experience in education,
specializing in virtual teaching and online learning. She is the
author of SOS: Strategies for Online Survival and a former
Pasco eSchool Teacher of the Year and Florida Virtual Schools
Mentor of the Year. Currently, she serves as Vice President of
B.O.LD. (Blended Online Learning Discovery of Florida),
coaching educators to connect with students, manage virtual
classrooms effectively, and develop sustainable online
teaching strategies.

Contact Desire’: dmosser@pasco.kl2 fl.us
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